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fauna from freshwater deposits in Queensland, to which
he provisionally assigns an age not later than Oligo-
cene. Unfortunately there are no mammals, but the
fishes include a species of that characteristic Australian
lung-fish, Epiceratodus, the rest of the fauna showing
definite affinities with, as well as differences from, the
modern Australian freshwater fauna.1 If, then, the
rivers of Queensland already, in or about the Oligo-
cene period, supported a fish-fauna partly resembling
that of to-day, what may we reasonably infer as
to the dry land through which they ran? That it
was entirely destitute of mammalian life? That it
w?as occupied by mammals altogether unlike those of
modern Australia? Or that it supported the fore-
runners (whether by evolution or creation) of the mono-
tremes and marsupials of to-day? Mr. Dewar tacitly
assumes the third of these suggestions to be Impossible,
but does not say which of the others he prefers.

The trail of the Australian mammals certainly fades
away as we work back through the Tertiary era. Can
we pick it up anywhere else? Ever since Owen in 1845
described A. G. Bain's newly discovered South African
Dicynodon and recognized in it i{an additional and
much more important step towards the Mammalian
type of dentition " than was yet known in any ik reptile,"
South Africa has been recognized as the headquarters
of the mammal-reptiles of the Triassic period. The
thick series of Karroo beds in which their remains are
buried now end abruptly in the great scarps of the
Drakensberg and other mountains, which look east,
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